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1 INTRODUCTION 
1.1.1 This document has been prepared on behalf of Whitestone Net Zero Ltd (the 

Applicant) in support of an application for a Development Consent Order (DCO) 
for the construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of Whitestone 
Solar Farm. This document sets out the parameters that control the limits of each 
element included within Whitestone Solar Farm (the Proposed Development).  

1.1.2 Technology across photovoltaics, energy transmission, and energy storage is 
advancing. As such, the detailed design of the Proposed Development will take 
place post consent to allow for the integration of any innovation and advancement 
that has occurred. The draft DCO [EN0110020/APP/3.1] therefore allows for a 
degree of flexibility regarding the final design. To that end the DCO application 
has adopted the ‘Rochdale Envelope’ approach, which is described in footnote 86 
to paragraph 4.3.12 of NPS EN-1 as being an assessment “sufficient to fully 
assess the project’s impact on the environment and establish clearly defined 
worst case parameters for the assessment” in the Environmental Statement.   

1.1.3 This realistic ‘worst case’ scenario is based on the Outline Design Parameters set 
out in this document. The Outline Design Parameters are categorised into Works 
Numbers that correlate to the numbered works described in Schedule 1 to the 
draft DCO [EN0110020/APP/3.1]. The spatial extent of each Work Area is shown 
on the Works Plan [EN0110020/APP/2.3]. 

1.1.4 The detailed design must be developed in accordance with the limits provided in 
this document and will be subject to approval in accordance with the DCO 
requirements set out in Schedule 2 to the draft DCO [EN0110020/APP/3.1].  

1.1.5 The construction, operation, maintenance and decommissioning of the Proposed 
Development must also be in accordance with the following management plans: 
• Outline Construction Environmental Management Plan 

[EN0110020/APP/5.9]; 
• Outline Operational Environmental Management Plan 

[EN0110020/APP/5.10]; 
• Outline Decommissioning Environmental Management Plan 

[EN0110020/APP/5.11]; 
• Outline Construction Traffic Management Plan [EN0110020/APP/5.12]; 
• Outline Landscape and Ecology Management Plan 

[EN0110020/APP/5.13]; 
• Outline Public Rights of Way and Access Strategy [EN0110020/APP/5.14];  
• Outline Battery Safety Management Plan [EN0110020/APP/5.15];  
• Outline Written Scheme of Investigation [EN0110020/APP/5.16];  
• Outline Surface Water Drainage Strategy [EN0110020/APP/5.17]; 
• Outline Skills and Supply Chain Management Plan 

[EN0110020/APP/5.18]; and 
• Outline Cable Construction Method Statement [EN0110020/APP/5.19]. 

1.1.6 The extent of vegetation loss anticipated across the Order Limits is shown on the 
Vegetation Removal Plan provided within Appendix C of the Outline Landscape 
and Ecology Management Plan [EN0110020/APP/5.13]; 
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1.1.7 The Outline Design Parameters provided within this document have been defined 
in line with the design principles which were established at the outset of the 
project (the Design Principles). An explanation of how the design has evolved in 
line with the Design Principles is provided within the Design Approach 
Document [EN0110020/APP/5.7]. The Design Principles will also guide design 
development undertaken post consent and are listed below: 
• Maximise the amount of clean energy provided to the National Grid;  
• Craft a project that is resilient to the impacts of climate change; 
• Take opportunities to limit the amount of embodied carbon across the 

Proposed Development;  
• Engage with stakeholders to develop the design;  
• Support local ecology and enhance biodiversity, enriching ecosystems where 

possible;  
• Find out what is important to people about the local area and seek to protect it  
• Consider how people engage with their local environment and retain these 

patterns and practices where possible;  
• Enhance recreational access across the landscape;  
• Respect landscape character and cultural heritage;  
• Minimise visual impact;  
• Take opportunities throughout the project lifecycle to contribute to the local 

economy; and 
• Support research and development. 
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